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came to be executed carefully examined. Were it not
that the Great European War broke out in 1914 I should
long ago have asked for the reconsideration of the Agree-
ment. But as an Ally of the British Government, I felt it
my duty to throw the energies of my State into the struggle,
and to refrain from raising this political question at a time
when the Empire found itself in the throes of a life and
death conflict with a formidable enemy, I intended, how-
ever, to take action on the conclusion of the war, but the
political ferment and unrest in British India became so
acute, that, from 1919 to almost the closing months of 1922,
I had again to wait, in order to save possible embarrass-
ment to the Government of India, Happily, the victorious
British Empire is now fast recovering from the effects of
the war; and Your Excellency's rule has succeeded in
restoring a calm political atmosphere in British India. In
the circumstances, I feel no hesitation now in addressing this
letter to you, in full confidence that the claims of the Faith-
ful Ally of the British Government will receive at the hands
of the Viceroy of India and His Majesty's Government the
sympathetic consideration called for by the justice of the
case and the relations of the parties.

How the possession of the Berars passed from my
ancestors to the British Government is shown in the written
Claim, which I annex hereto in the form of a Memorandum,
containing a full historical survey of the relevant facts,
treaties, and other documents. Your Excellency will see
that, even as early as the year 1766, the districts on the
East of my Dominions, known as the Northern Circars,
were ceded in perpetuity to the British Government by
one of my ancestors, in exchange for the right to aid from
British troops for the preservation of internal tranquillity.
The engagement to furnish substantial military aid was
further guaranteed by Lord Cornwallis, in 1789, the East
India Company undertaking that the military force was to
be granted " whenever your Highness will apply for it/*
without any restriction except that it was " not to be
employed against any Power in alliance with the Company."

In 1798, the military aid was increased to a Subsidiary